Dear Parents,

      The achievement part of the National Spanish Exam is complete.  Tomorrow we will complete the proficiency part of the test.  I spoke to the administrator of the exams and we will receive the percentages and scores back on May 1, 2010.  At this time the student’s raw score are being added to the pool of student’s scores from across the nation.  Our students took the High School Level 1.
· 8th, 9th, 10th Entry level for any program where the course content is equivalent to a full year of high school Spanish.  (Grades 8, 9, 10, 11 or 12)
The National Spanish Examinations are scored using both the students Raw Scores (the number of points received for questions answered correctly) and Percentiles. (A ranking scale ranging from a low of 1 to a high of 99 with 50 as the median score)  The percentile score will indicate the test-taker’s score and compare it relative to the national group standard. (Lowest to High)  That means that you will see your child’s scores and then how he/she compares nationally. 

Example:

Jon Doe       Vocabulary/score 60      Vocabulary/%   77

This means that Jon Doe scored 77% better than the other students in this area.
These tests are measured/averaged according to the difficulty of the test itself.  Every year it is given, the material of the test may be more or less difficult than previous years.  Once all test scores are tabulated, NSE administrators can measure the differences. The student’s raw score can not be measured alone.  The weighted national score will be the indicator of how well your son/daughter performed on the test. Those scores will be posted on May 1st.  I will also receive the data and can give you copies of the scores.  
Mrs. Johnson

Gold-above the 95th percentile

Silver- 85th percentile through 94th percentile

Bronze- 75th percentile through the 84th percentile

Excellent 50th percentile-74th percentile
Percentiles are relative to the norm group standing
