December 2, 2007

Happy Advent!  
"Life is a constant Advent season: we are continually waiting to become, to discover, to complete, to fulfill. Hope, struggle, fear, expectation, and fulfillment are all part of our Advent experience.  May this Advent season be a time for bringing hope, transformation and fulfillment into the Advent of our lives."  http://www.appleseeds.org/Christmas-quotes.htm
English

As the Advent Season begins, our students reflected how they can prepare their hearts for Jesus at Christmas.  We spent time in the Presence of Jesus and wrote in our Journal, how we could prepare for Jesus to come.
This week, we became aware that using description in our speech and writing provides a beautiful masterpiece in the minds of the reader/responder.  In every task, details are necessary.  The 5th graders all are very aware that there are synonyms for frequently used words in their vocabulary, such as colors.  We were amazed that Crayon manufacturers created a plethora of crayons that have descriptive colors such as macaroni and cheese, purple mountain majesty, robin’s egg blue, etc.  

Our 5th graders will continue their journey and take the knowledge of word choice this upcoming week.  This adventure will focus on taking our creative writing/word choice and creating a picture book.  The guidelines/rubric is posted on my homepage under Young Authors. 
Science

On Wednesday, December 5th, we will take our Chapter 3 test.  Please continue to assist your children in studying, by flashcards, vocabulary cards, and using the study guide provided last Monday.  The 5th graders have the option to create flashcards (a wonderful studying tool) to earn extra bonus points on their test.  
      
We will begin Chapter 4 on Thursday.  This chapter focuses on the Ecology.  
Reminders
 

If circumstances arise, in which your child will miss school, such as being on vacation, with family, or out of town, please contact the 5th grade teachers at least 1 week prior to the absence.  We understand that situations come up that can not be foreseen, but we request that you give us several days notice in order to collect your child’s work.  Also, please use the homefun webpage as a reference for assignments.  The assignments are posted by Sunday evening for the week.  Your child may need books, worksheets, or packets for their assignments.  When you email the 5th grade teachers, please specify which work/books your child needs during the absence and we will collect the work.   It is tough to collect all the work necessary for your child if we are only given a few hours.  Thank you for your assistance in this area.

